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P L ik Tormnomuor'rmmwnnx Trues! !

‘ Ovetm:ht In Ennlned

/ mmr of the [ouawhg Istter
Prp[cmr of Law, Oobimbia Uni-
vermy. el .

- In his Oct. 7 television debate wlth

ever we do anything that's wrong’

the Prestdent of the United States
18 . dolng something . that's right,
mmtmng that {s for the purpoae
"of -defending. the security of thi
jcountry- againgt surprise attack, he
‘eaxf nevér express regrets or apolo- '
- jine: to anybody. inoludlng Mr,!
-'Khrushchev.”
1 To at least one t,eacher of Inter<
B uuona‘l law this is a deeply diaturb.
: lng' atatemert. The planned flight
- ot the U2 over Soviet territory was
a  violation' of generally accepted
Fules on térritorial sovereignty. Cer-.
tainly the United States would have
strcnBly protested againat a simflar
mght Iver i3 territory.
Although spaee photography may
'na\u national. sovereignty*® over alr]

tirm rart of preseat-day intarnations
£ law and It la particularly cher~
{ished . by . the many medium- and
smaller natlons for whith it s the
princlpa.l defensa against intrusions
from more pawerful nelghbors.

Hence the U-2 flight upset some
of America’s smaller allics as much

as 1t did neutrals and hostis nations,

Considered Posltlos

Mr, Nixon's statement v? made
many months after the U-2'jucident,
and it must therefore bg: lnken to
reflect a considered pogl

‘wha.t does it mean? It ¢pddd mean
+that’ the action of the (Jgkf Execu.

Jheals ‘any-breath of la

* Domest!-
,cally this 18 of coursa AR A

A\tenahle
‘it were correct, it coui mey nter- |

-law?ul,

. J
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~Debate Uphlding] VS W
h Upln '-"‘: ltwmp;unmonmmm
" . national taw altogetlids as o farce, &} |

senator Kennedy, Viee Presldent.
Nixon made this statemerit: “When. -

We can express régrets, But when. - Yet the Vios Presidant has heen .1

»pace moor rartly. obsolete, 1t is u. revolutionary ‘change, Is a niatter. of

ut|

:constitutiohal coctiine, 31’1\‘ even i

natlonally make, an tllegal ‘mon

——

‘ v - .b “. hmq;ﬁ‘ .v
~ _'wuavnrhﬂonugthooldmmcdf

hypacritical disguise of power &3pl-
internationa] morel mﬂment,
tiyed

YHinterests require, Tt wul ;l-q appeal [
|w thouwho oonsldennyexkudon :

‘of recent months, T

‘bcnnononhomhofnwﬁ:mm-

inational affairs. But readiness to' 4.

it

$. submit & wider range of disputes to't T

{tmpartial judgment does not go well|,
;together with denying that a “clear]’
ivielation of imternational llr vy

1| “right" aa distinet from expedient.”| I
. Moral'Leadérshlp . = 1 .

Clarity on this lssue is more th&q
a matter.of ideology or morality. Itf
is perfeatly consistent with Commu-;
{nist theory- to regard: International”
law as & cnpltl.lut tnstrument, to be’

nailonal law and ordexly develop:;
ment, through -legal rather thm

profound lmportanoe It is-also a -
vital factor tn the sf gle for moral|,
Jeadership in p world in’ whith the
collective opinion of the smaller— L
and mostly uncommitted—nations is

increasingly crucial, -

when it proposed to submit the| .
RB-47 inejdent to internatiogal in-| -

refusal to do so has probadbly con-
| founded,

X i muchmb-nopoaumur ‘
Nixon will clarify his position tn_

mations, or at' best sn appen tc;';,:'a

vestigatidn, And the U, 8. 8, R's|"

vinoed :mogt of the world that the| .
charge of errltoﬂal vlohtlcu s un-j - ‘

The United States gatned greatty| |

“;_.'.

wmumm

W. FRIEDMANK,
New York, Oct. 10, 1900.
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